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THE TREATMENT OF GERMANY: 


THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK’S ADDRESS TO CONVOCATION 


- The Archbishop of York, in his Presiden- 
tial Address to the Convocation of York on 
October 12th, 1944, said :— 


“Since we last met in Convocation there 
has been a dramatic change in the war. 
France and Belgium have been liberated, and 
from all sides the armies of freedom are 
battering on the frontiers of Germany. 
There may still be some months before 
Germany is occupied; the date of victory 
may be further off than we anticipated a 
month ago. But there can be no doubt that 
it is now clearly in sight. The future of 
Germany is the problem which more than 
any other now occupies the minds of the 
statesmen of the Allied Nations. They know 
too well that it is possible to win the war and 
lose the peace: But it is a problem not only 
for statesmen; the Christian also has to 
make up his mind as to the attitude he is to 
adopt towards a defeated Germany. 


“There are two courses against which he 
must set his face. He must oppose wholesale 
and indiscriminate vengeance on the German 
people. We cannot repay the Germans with 
the barbarities they have inflicted on the 
people they have conquered. Our men 
would refuse to perpetrate the crimes against 
civilians, women and children which have 
made the Germans loathed in every country. 
We are not by nature a vengeful people, and 
we detest cruelty in all its forms. We have 
no intention either of ces or enslaving 
the Germans. 2 


“On the other hand, we have no right to 
forgive them lightheartedly. True forgive- 
ness is far greater than a remission of pen- 
alty or good-natured leniency, it is nothing 
less than re-admitting the offender into full 


fellowship. The crimes the Germans have 
committed have been unprecedented in 
extent in the whole history of mankind. 
The murder factory near Lublin, where it is 
stated a million have been slaughtered, the 
wholesale asphyxiation or machine-gunning 
of tens of thousands including children and 
women, the death trains, the wiping out of 
whole villages like Lidice and Oradour with 
all their inhabitants, these are crimes which 
we have no right to pass over. These are 
not the inventions of unscrupulous propa- 
ganda, but hard and horrible facts proved 
by abundant evidence. If as an individual 
I have the right and duty to forgive a crime 
against myself, it is different when others 
have been the victims. 


“But in any case forsee is never 
unconditional, it is always conditional on 
repentance. For us to accept into full 
fellowship an offender who has committed 


_ wrongs against God and man, who still 


exults in his wickedness and proposes to 
repeat it when occasion offers, would mean 
that we identified ourselves with his crimes. 
Only those who are forgivable can be 
forgiven. So far, from Germany there has 
come no voice of penitence. There must be 


repentance before there is forgiveness, though — 


the Christian must do his utmost to encour- 
age and to welcome it. We should pray for a 
change of heart in Germany, remembering 


that this is in accordance with the Will of - 
God who ‘commendeth his love toward us, — 


in that while we were yet sinners Christ died 
for the ungodly.’ 


“From this it follows that when victory — 


comes the Christian attitude 


towards 
Germany must be threefold. 
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ness and cruelty as virtues. 


“First, there me be punish el 


proved to be guilty of horrible ‘atroci jes. 


The conscience of humanity demands this 
as the expression of its solemn repudiation . 
of monstrous crime. Those who think that 
this is contrary to the tenderness of the 
Master forget that it was His very tender- 
ness for the innocent and powerless which 


made Him say it would be better that a mill ~ 


stone should be hanged round the neck of 
whosover offended against one of these little 
ones and he were drowned in the depth of 
the sea. A deep-rooted sense of justice calls 
for the punishment of those guilty of de- 
liberate barbarity and cruelty against the 
defenceless. 


“Secondly, we must demand that every 
‘possible step should be taken to prevent 
Germany from again plunging the world into 
war. Whatever may be said in extenuation 

of .Gérmany as peace-breaker the fact remains 
“that three times in seventy years she has 
been responsible for the outbreak of war in 
Europe. She must be not. only disarmed 
completely, but deprived of all possibility of 
rearming in the future. Until she gives 
proof of change of heart, she is to be no more 
trusted with weapons than a homicidal 
lunatic with a knife. We are told by those 
who know the facts that Germany is already 
preparing for the next war. In close co- 
operation with Russia we shall have the 
power to make the next war an impossibility. 
This will be the insistent and most important 
responsibility of the victorious Allies. In the 
interests of peace for generations to come we 
must secure and maintain the complete 
disarmament of Germany. 


“But we must also adopt towards 
Germany a positive and constructive policy. 
Repression by itself is not enough. We 
cannot permanently restrain by force a 
nation of nearly 80 million. We must give 
them hope; and we should make it plain 
that we look forward to a day, still far 
distant, when the German people will once 
again in science, industry and art make their 
contributions to the human race. To bring 
about in,Germany a change of heart-is going 
to be a terribly hard task. For over twenty 
» years every German at school or university 
has been taught to regard war, aggressive- 
Every living 
German has been encouraged by all the meth- 
ods of mass propaganda to admire vices de- 
nounced by Christianity, and to reject virtues 
_ it upholds. It is easy to say we must recon- 
_ vert Germany, but in practice it will be 
very difficult. It is ludicrous to think that 
the victors can send to Germany missionaries 


; 


contact with the Christian Churches - 


should. ‘as soon as the 1 war is over: get in 


courage them. For there must be many who, 
though they have been silent during the Nazi 
tyranny, nevertheless hate crimes committed 
in their name. It is these whom we must 
encourage and support in the task of con 
verting their people from the paths of wal 
to the paths of peace. We must make it | 
plain that while we cannot accept into fellow- | 
ship an impenitent Germany, we pray for th 
day when Germany will have earned the } 
right to be forgiven through her own peni-— 
tence for the crimes she has committed.” a 
si 


A STATEMENT BY THE GERMAN 
CONFESSIONAL CHURCH S 


We have tried throughout the war to give 
as full information as possible about religio 
in Germany. The following statement, issue 
in May, 1944, may well be the last statement 
issued by the Confessionals during the war. 
We have received it via America, where it 
has been published as authentic. It is sai 
to have been issued for a “Day of Penitence | 
and Prayer.” : 


“Tn our nation and even in our Protestant | 
congregations and families there is growing — a 
uncertainty as to whether the Ten Command- ~ 
ments are still to be considered valid. There 
are many who do not take them seriously _ 
and not a few who utterly reject them. The 
fact is passed over in silence or denied, that — 
the keeping of the Ten Commandments was © 
a blessing for our nation, causing discipline © 
and orderliness to prevail, and awakening — 
conscience and a feeling of responsibility 
before God. 


“Such contempt of God and His command- ; 


“ments in our nation and our Church burdens ~ 


us with an alarming increase of guilt and — 
distress. Does not the warning voice of 
Holy Scripture say: ‘Be not deceived; | 


- God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man © 


soweth, that shall he also reap’ (Gal. 6, 7) ?~ 


4 
“We, as Christians, must not pervert the — 
word of God, nor call that whichis good bad; : 
we dare not allow the truth to be called 4 
foolish and wrong. We must not magnify — 
human laws and regulations as though they j 
were ordered by God. The Church must not — 
allow herself to be deprived of the right to © 
announce the Divine commandments. It is © 
only when she makes it clear that the in- — 
fringement of the commandments of God is 
sin, that she can also preach Divine mercy, A 


of sin, salvation and eternal bliss 


‘For God says: ‘Woe unto them that call 

good, and good evil; that put darkness 

for light and light for ‘darkness; that put 

itter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.’ 
(Csaiah 5, 20.) 


“Therefore: Woe to us and to our nation 
if, instead of giving honour to God, we exalt 
human ideas above God and extol the powers 
of this world as though they were all-power- 
ful. For God says: ‘I am the Lord thy 
God . . . Thou shalt have no other gods 
but me.’ 


“Woe to us and our nation, should we no 
longer pray to God or should we mock at 
prayer as being childish; should we misuse 
the name of God as a mere adornment for 
human thoughts or in order to lead astray 
'God’s people. For God says: ‘Thou shalt 
‘not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
‘that taketh his name in vain.’ 


“Woe to us and our nation if we revile the 
Holy Scriptures as a Jewish book, if we call 
repentance dishonourable, and do not ask 
for forgiveness; if we neglect to attend 
Divine Service, despise the ministry, or 
hinder the faithful from meeting together. 

For God says: ‘Remember the Sabbath Day 
-and keep it holy.’ 


“Woe to us and our nation when children 
are taught to oppose their parents, when the 
authority of parents is belittled and the 
right of bringing up their children in the 
fear of God is undermined, when old age is 
no longer respected. For God says: ‘Honour 

thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee.’ 


“Woe to us and our nation when we make 
little of the life that God has given, and man, 
whom God created in His image, is only 
‘assessed as to his utility; when it is con- 
sidered right to take life because human 
beings are considered as of no value, or be- 
cause they belong to another race, when 
hatred and cruelty are the order of the day. 
For God says: ‘Thou shalt. not kill.’ 


“Woe to us and our nation if matrimony, 
ordained by God, and declared by Christ to 
be indissoluble, is dissolved according to 
human caprice, and when the Divine order 
‘Be fruitful and multiply’ is applied outside 
the bonds of Holy Matrimony, while discip- 
line and chastity are called cant. For God 

says: ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ 


_ “Woe to us and our nation when other 
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people’s property is not respected, when the 
pagan spirit of anxiety and care and the 
questions, ‘What shall we eat? What shall 
we drink? Wherewithal shall we be clothed?’ 
fill men’s hearts. For God says: “Thou shalt 
not steal.’ 


“Woe to us and our people when a man’s 
honour is violated and he is brought into 
disrepute and when untruthfulness and 
deceit are allowed in order to attain one’s end. 
For God says: ‘Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbour.’ 


“Woe to us and our people if greed and 
self-indulgence are our guiding motives. 
For God says: ‘Thou shalt not covet: thy 
neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor 
his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 
anything that is his.’ 


“God warns all men and especially all 
Christians against such fatal disregard for 
and perversion of His commands. He says: : 
‘I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the & 
children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me.’ But we must also 
remember His promise: ‘And showing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me and‘. 
keep my commandments.’ 


“Let us confess with contrite hearts: We 
Christians are guilty of sharing in neglect : 
and disregard of the Divine commands. We ~~ 
have often remained silent, have said too — 
little, or have been too timid to stand up to — 
our conviction that God’s commandments _ 
apply to us and our: time. We have not — 
given heed to God’s warnings. Nor have we | 
seriously claimed His promises for ourselves © 
and our people. What a serious warning lies 
in the words of the Bible concerning Esau: — 
‘For ye knew how that afterward, when he _ 
would have inherited the blessing he was — 
rejected; for he found no place of repentance, a 
though he sought it carefully and with tears.’ 
(Hebrews 12, 17.) 


“Let us therefore ask God to forgive Uso: 
all our sins of omission and commission. Let 
us lend a willing ear to His commandments 
and obey them, and then let us teach the 
young, so that they and we together may 
bear joyful witness to the truth. : 


“God’s word proclaims the punishment of 
all those who trespass against His command- 
ments. Therefore let us fear His wrath and 
not sin against Him. He promises mercy ~ 
and blessing to all those who keep His com-- 
mandments. Therefore let us love and trust 
Him and do .according to His command-_ 
ments.” 
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of all the internees. 


BRITISH BAPTIST MINISTER'S — 
WORK IN OCCUPIED PARIS 


Ambassador’s recognition at Embassy 
Church 


At the beginning of the War, the Rev. H. 
H. Pullen, a Baptist minister (now 82 years 
of age), was General Director of the inter- 
denominational Spezia Mission for All Italy. 
His principal assistant was his adopted 
daughter, Miss M. K. Coates. Just before 
Italy declared war they were warned that if 
they stayed in Italy they would be interned 
and they therefore reluctantly made their 
way across France, hoping eventually to 
reach England. Shortly after they arrived 
in Paris on June 10th, 1940, France collapsed. 
The Rev. A. Cotter carried on services at the 
British Embassy Church (See Spiritual Is- 
sues, No. 254). Mr. Cotter was soon arrested 
and taken to the Saint Denis internment 
camp, and Mr. Pullen was asked to take on 
at the Embassy Church. He undertook morn- 
ing and evening services on Sundays, a mid- 
week service and the pastoral care of those 
British people who were not yet interned. 
Being a Baptist minister he could not conduct 
the service of Holy Communion according to 
the Anglican rites, but with the concurrence 
of his congregation, a plain table was placed 


. in the body of the church and he administered 


to them the Lord’s Supper. Miss Coates did 
valuable work among the women of the 
community. On December ist, 1940, the 


_ last service was held in the Embassy Church, 


for on December 5th both Mr. Pullen and 
Miss Coates were arrested. They narrowly 
missed being transported to Germany. The 
five trains in which they and other British 
internees were traveling were bound for that 
country, but for some reason still unknown, 
the trains were stopped and the occupants 
taken instead to Besancon. There they were 
housed in barracks, previously used by 
French soldiers, who had been asked to 
prepare them. Thinking that the future 
occupants were to be German soldiers, they 
left the barracks in a terrible and filthy 
condition. There were some five thousand 
internees and the camp was most inade- 
quately equipped. 


Mr. Pullen found that he was the only 
Protestant minister in the camp. There was 
one Roman Catholic priest, and he and the 


priest. between them ministered to the 


spiritual needs, and often the bodily welfare, 
Miss Coates also worked 
hard, particularly among the women of the 
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- British nationality. These men and wome 


camp. A building was set aside for services, _ 


4 


m. There was obviously a gre: 
deal of pastoral work to do in such a la 
varied and somewhat unhappy commun 
Under the strain both Mr. Pullen and M 
Coates suffered in health and, after examin 
tion by a German doctor, were removed to 
the hospital of St. Jacques, in Besancon. Al- 
though: this was a Roman Catholic hospital, 4 
permission was willingly given for Mr. Pullen | 
to work among the patients and to have a | 
room set aside for services for the Protes- | 
tants. After some months, Mr. Pullen and | 
his assistant were released and allowed ‘oe 
return to Paris. 


There they discovered that their mai | 
work was to lie among the ex-internees of © 


had been released mostly on account of ol 
age, sickness or weakness. They were muchas 
under-nourished, and Mr. Pullen found that, 
while excellent Red Cross parcels were being | “a 
sent to internees, there was absolutely no 
‘provision under international rules for helpe 
to those who had been released. Food was | 
very scarce and expensive, and they were ing 
an unhappy condition. After strenuous and | 
unsuccessful efforts to get these regulations q 
relaxed, Mr. Pullen found a different way of — 
getting hold of extra food for them. With — 
Miss Coates and the help of a committee — 
drawn from the ex-internees, a fou ae 
food distribution centre was set up, and some © 
150-200 parcels a month were dispatched. | 


On September 10th, 1944, after the libera- 
tion of Paris, the Embassy Church was re-— 
opened; and in the absence of any Anglican — 
clergyman, Mr. Pullen took the service. 
Although there was no means of transport 
and no way of letting people generally know © 
that the service was to take place, some hun- © 
dred and fifty attended. Mr. Pullen con- — 
tinued to take the services until the arrival 
from England of Prebendary Williams Ash- 
man, and on Sunday, October 8th, Holy Com- — 
munion was again/celebrated in the historic — 
Embassy Church. At the morning service © 
the duties were shared between the new ~ 
chaplain and Mr. Pullen, and the Ambassa- ~ 
dor, Mr. Duff Cooper, was present. At the — 
end of the service, he came forward up the © 
aisle with his First Secretary and made a © 
presentation to Mr. Pullen in recognition of 
his devoted work, and expressed thanks on — 
behalf of the British community. ; 

The Rev. H. H. Pullen and Miss Coates ~ 
have now returned to England and are — 


eagerly awaiting an opportunity to continue — 
chet work in Italy. 
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